Editorial: memory CD8 T cells now join "Club 21".
In this volume, Nguyen and Weng [( 1) ] show an intriguing study in which they observed an antagonizing effect by IL-21 on the IL-7- or IL-15-driven expansion of CD28(-) nonfunctional memory CD8 T cells and thereby, proposed a new role for IL-21 to keep the memory pool fresh and competent. I will summarize previous studies and discuss the recent advancement in this context.